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MT FATIGUE TO MT TASSIE BY VK3AFW 

Mt TASSIE 

As I did last year I 

prefaced my at-
tendance at 
GippsTech with an 
activation of Mt Fa-
tigue and conclud-
ed the weekend 
with an activation 
of Mt Tassie.   
 
 
 
Left.  Well rugged up 
and ready to go on Mt 
Fatigue.  The MTR 
can be seen behing 
my left hand. 
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MT FATIGUE TO MT TASSIE CONT’D 

Above:  the view toward Wilsons Promontory from Mt Fatigue 

Because I took my YF Ruth 
with me on the first activa-
tion we included a side trip 
to Agnes Falls and Port Al-
bert where we visited the 
Museum. 
Mt Tassie is on the south-
ern edge of the forest that 
the Grand Ridge Road runs 
through and has a com-
manding view South to VK7 
and Westerly to Wilsons 
Promontory.  Access can 
be obtained via Boolara.,  
the Grand Ridge Road and 
the Gunyah-Toora road.  Or 
for a trip mostly on  bitumen 
go via Mirboo North and 
Meeinyan to Toora.  East of 
Toora town centre take the 
Mt Best Road . 
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MT FATIGUE TO MT TASSIE CONT’D 
The last few kilometers are on unsealed road which gets slippery in the wet and having an AWD 
or 4WD is then most useful.  The summit road has a small signpost.  Regrowth on the summit is 
slowly blocking out the view from the small strategically placed car park on the summit.   
It is a short walk to a roofed picnic table with seats amongst the bush and barely a metre below 
the peak.  This is where I set up the station.  The squid pole was placed between the shelter 
and the trig point.  The ends of the tri-band croc-link dipole were tied off to wattle trees.  
 

This was my first activation with the Mountain Topper Radio, a tri-band CW mini-rig that produc-
es 2.5 to 5 watts depending on battery voltage.  It worked very well and I managed to easily 
work stations not only on 40 m but also 30 and 20 m with the best being to VK6. 
 

The weather remained fine if a bit cool through the activation.   After seemingly exhausting the 
que of chasers I packed up and we had an early lunch admiring the views. 
 

AGNES FALLS 
The next destination was Agnes Falls which with a 59 m drop is the tallest in VK3.  There is a 
small bushland park attached with farmland immediately adjacent.  A pleasant spot for a picnic. 
 

PORT ALBERT 
It was an easy drive to Port Albert where we had a coffee and again admired the view from the 
waterfront of this once thriving port.  Initially it was the gateway to east and central Gippsland 
then as home to a fishing fleet.  Now it is a tourist destination, a regional hub and still caters for 
fisherpersons. 
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MT FATIGUE TO MT TASSIE CONT’D 

Above; Wilsons Promontory from Port Albert 

Left Agnes Falls. 
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MT FATIGUE TO MT TASSIE CONT’D 

Left  Port Albert Museum in the old bank building 

Below: Fishing boats at Port Albert. 
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MT FATIGUE TO MT TASSIE CONT’D 

Left  Omega Station 
Control Racks. 
 
Right: Antenna Tun-
er switching relay. 
 
The Omega transmit-
ting station located at 
Woodside was part of 
a world wide naviga-
tion system operating 
at frequencies near 13 
kHz.  The transmitter 
had its own sequence 
of transmission on 
three frequencies ne-
cessitating instant 
retuning of the anten-
na. The antenna was 
432 m high and the 
top guys were the ra-
diators and the mast 
was earthed.  
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MT FATIGUE TO MT TASSIE CONT’D 

Left  Converted WW2 WS101 used by fishermen.  
Capable of around 10 W AM from 2  to 6 MHz.  
Made for the Australian Army by AWA.  Tuning dial 
obscured by reflection in the glass. 
 
Below: AWA Marine transceiver that replaced the 
WW2 surplus equipment. 
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MT FATIGUE TO MT TASSIE CONT’D 

During the heydays of Walhalla and associated Gold Fields the gold was brought under escort to 
the bank at Port Albert before shipping off to Melbourne in a strong box. 
 

The bank building now serves as the Port Albert Maritime Museum.  Inside are relics of the days 
of sail and from shipwrecks of coastal traders and passenger ships plying between Melbourne and 
Sydney.    A representative example of the radios used by the fishing fleet can be seen along with 
parts of the once mighty Omega navigation station whose mast sadly was recently removed.  
 

Port Albert has many things to visit the tourist who could do well to dally for a day or two rather 
than an hour or two. 
 
MT TASSIE 
After the GippsTech Conference concluded with a pizza lunch I dropped Ruth back to our motel.  
We had had some rain and the weather had been threatening.   After some humming and haahing 
I consulted the BOM RADAR site, looked at the sky and decided to set off for Mt Tassie for a SO-
TA activation.  This peak is at the opposite end of the Strzelecki Ranges.   Access is off the Taral-
gon-Balook Road., 
 

The turnoff is easy enough to miss but having been there before only a year earlier I was pre-
pared.  The summit road is sealed but sprinkled liberally with pot holes.  There is a T intersection 
which is just inside the activation zone and so one has a choice of setting up to the left or right on 
the ridge.  Three stations could probably set up sufficiently far apart to have minimal mutual inter-
ference.   
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MT FATIGUE TO MT TASSIE CONT’D 

I set up in a small cleared area alongside the road to the largest towers.  There was low cloud 

and a light breeze.    I set up my teepee tent as I did not want to have wet gear if a shower ap-

peared unexpectedly.  

Above: Mt Tassie as seen from Mt Fatigue.  The TV towers are marked with asterisks  The small dot in be-

tween is a helicopter.. 
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MT FATIGUE TO MT TASSIE CONT’D 

Again the MTR was going nicely on 40 m but just when I was thinking about 30 and 20 m it 
started to rain.   I packed up a wet tent but the gear was kept dry.  Having delayed my deci-
sion to activate I was running out of time anyway.  I would have liked to try 20 m on Mt Tassie 
as last year it was buzzing with activity.   
 
Maybe next year. 


